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� Intro: Prayer at County Commission,  (Pray in Jesus’ name?) 

 Almighty God, we come before you today rejoicing because, in the words of 

Isaiah the prophet, “Unto us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 

government will be on His shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of 

His government and peace there will be no end.” 

I thank you for these community leaders whom you have called and appointed 

to lead us. Grant that they may lead as they follow you. 

I know I can’t even imagine the temptations that assault and assail them. 

Strengthen them by your Spirit in the paths of righteousness. 

We also thank you that you are a merciful God, slow to anger and abounding in 

love. We need your mercy and your forgiveness, for we confess our sins. We 

confess the sins of our nation, our state, our county, our city and of ourselves. 

Send to us a spirit of repentance, that we may live in the love, joy, prosperity 

and peace that come from living in obedience to your ways. We pray in the 

name of the King of kings and Lord of lords. Amen. 

� At the same time, at City Hall, Mayor Dyer was presiding over the first ssm 

weddings in Orange County. 

� What a contrast – I’m praying for repentance. 

� The world has changed. 
 

� “We’re not in Kansas anymore.” 

� “America is no longer a Christian nation.” Barak Obama. 

� I grew up with a “Christian Consensus” (Donna Reed, Leave It to Beaver) 

� Controversey about Satanist children’s book to be distributed in OCPS. 

� (Jim Hansen says the Christian Consensus evaporated in California where he 

grew up long before it did here in the Bible belt.)  

� Watch the Wimber video I’ll send you this week. 

� The point is, there are two different worlds: Listen again to I Peter 2:9-11  

 

1. (We are aliens and strangers on earth.) 
I Peter 2:9-11 9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of 

Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light. 10 Once you 

were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not 

received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 11 Dear friends, I urge 



you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful 

desires, which war against your soul. 

� We are aliens and strangers on earth. 

 

2. Our citizenship is in heaven. 
Philippians 3:17-21 Join with others in following my example, brothers, and 

take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you. 18 For, as 

I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live 

as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, their god 

is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on 

earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a 

Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables 

Him to bring everything under His control, will transform our lowly 

bodies so that they will be like His glorious body. 

� We follow Heaven’s laws more than the laws of any earthly nation. 

� No longer illegal to co-habitate, but we follow heaven’s laws. 

� In some states recreational use of marijuana is legal, but we follow heaven’s laws. 

(Ephesians 5:18 applies, “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to 

debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.”    Cf. Prohibition.) 

� For us, God’s law takes priority because we know God’s law leads to life!  

� Psalm 19 The Law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul. The testimony 

of the Lord is sure making wise the simple. … 

 

� Love fulfills the Law. (It doesn’t dilute  it. Matthew 5:  Adultery, Murder, Eye 

for eye etc.)  

� Love calls us to a HIGHER standard of conduct, not a lower, looser one. 

 

3. Our allegiance is to Christ the King. 
Isaiah 9:6-7 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 

government will be on His shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the 

increase of His government and peace there will be no end. He will 

reign on David's throne and over His kingdom, establishing and 

upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and 

forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 

� I’m a Green Bay Packers’ fan … except when they play the Dolphins!  

� Likewise we are to be good citizens of the US, unless that conflicts with our 

allegiance to Christ and His Kingdom. 

� Christian Martyrs. St. Perpetua. 



� Martus (martus) means “witness.” Cf. Acts 1:8 
 

TR: So how do we respond to this new/old reality? 

The answer is the same as it was in the Roman Empire and in the time of the 

Apostles: 

 

4. We’re called to advance Christ’s Kingdom. 
I Peter 2:12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse 

you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the 

day he visits us. 

II Corinthian 5;20-21 We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God 

were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be 

reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that 

in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

 

� We will treat unbelievers with respect. In fact we’ll love them. And we’ll tell 

them about Jesus. 

� Gospel 

� We will treat agnostics with respect. In fact we’ll love them. And we’ll tell them 

about Jesus.  

� We will treat athiests with respect. In fact we’ll love them. And we’ll tell them 

about Jesus.  

� We will treat Buddhists and Hindus and Muslims and people of all 

faiths with respect. In fact we’ll love them. And we’ll tell them about Jesus.  

� We will treat even Satanists with respect. In fact we’ll love them. And we’ll tell 

them about Jesus.  

�  We will treat nominal Christians with respect. In fact we’ll love them. And 

we’ll tell them about Jesus.  

�  And His Kingdom, and His love, and His power, and His grace, and His 

forgiveness, and how of the increase of His government and peace there will be 

no end, and He will reign forever and ever. 

 


