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1. Preachers are supposed to preach                                                           . 
I Peter 4:11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very 
words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God 
provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To 
him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

2. So preachers need                                         . 
II Thessalonians 3:1 As for other matters, brothers and sisters, pray for us 
that the message of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored, just as it 
was with you.  
 

Colossians 4:3-4 And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our 
message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in 
chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 

 
 

3. Listeners should expect to hear                                                 in sermons. 
I Thessalonians 2:13 And we also thank God continually because, when you 
received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as a 
human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at work in 
you who believe. 

 
 

4. We must listen to sermons with                                                        . 
Acts 17:11 Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in 
Thessalonica, for they received the message with great eagerness and 
examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. 
 

I John 4:1 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 
whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out 
into the world. 

 

è Does this bring glory to Jesus Christ? 
è Does this fit with the character of God as revealed in Scripture? 
è Do other Spirit-filled Christians bear witness to the truth of this? 
è Does this come true? 

 



5. God’s Word                                                                                              . 
Isaiah 55:11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to 
me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for 
which I sent it. 
 

Jeremiah 23:28-29 The prophet who has a dream may relate his dream, but 
let him who has My word speak My word in truth. What does straw have 
in common with grain?" declares the LORD. 29"Is not My word like fire?" 
declares the LORD, "and like a hammer which shatters a rock? 
 

I Thessalonians 2:13 And we also thank God continually because, when you 
received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as 
a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at 
work in you who believe. 
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n Are you ready to hear the Word of God?  
n That sounds very presumptuous. 

 

1. Preachers are supposed to preach God’s Word. 
I Peter 4:11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as one 
who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, 
they should do so with the strength God provides, so 
that in all things God may be praised through Jesus 
Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

n Preachers are to preach the “very words of God!” 
n So preachers need “the strength God provides.” 
n Preachers need the empowerment of the Holy Spirit. 
n There’s a lot to preach to myself. I’ll do that separately. 
n There’s a lot to preach to preachers, about listening to God, 

about being bold, about living holy lives. 
n I get to do that tomorrow. 

 
2. So preachers need prayer. 

II Thessalonians 3:1 As for other matters, brothers and 
sisters, pray for us that the message of the Lord may 
spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you. 
[Paul, Silas and Timothy] 
 
 
 



Colossians 4:3-4 And pray for us, too, that God may open 
a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the 
mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I 
may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 

n Boiler Room 
n Intercessors. (Class Tuesday night.) 
n Each member praying regularly for the preacher. 
n Pat’s and my pastor. 

 
3. Listeners should expect to hear God’s Word in 

sermons. 
I Thessalonians 2:13 And we also thank God 
continually because, when you received the word of God, which 
you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as 
it actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at work in you 
who believe. 

n “Why do you always preach from a text?” 
n God’s Word is life changing. 
n We need to believe God’s Word. (Faith matters.) 
n We need to heed God’s Word. 
n We need to obey God’s Word! 

 

n Therefore, preachers don’t get to make stuff up! 
n A preacher has no right to preach his or her own opinions or 

agendas, though these will inevitably, from time to time, 
creep in. 
 

n How do you know what to write? Then why do you keep 
scratching things out? 
 
 



4. We must listen to sermons with discernment. 
Acts 17:11 Now the Berean Jews were of more noble 
character than those in Thessalonica, for they received 
the message with great eagerness and examined the 
Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. 
 

I John 4:1 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but 
test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
because many false prophets have gone out into the 
world. 

n Listen like a Thessalonian, receiving the message as God’s 
Word 

n Also, listen like a Berean, checking what you hear against 
Scripture. 

n Pat listening to my sermons. 
n “Don’t drink the Kool Aid!” 

  

n It’s okay to disagree with the preacher. In fact it can be 
healthy. 

n But it isn’t okay to disagree with God’s Word! That is very 
unhealthy. 
 

n If I tell a joke, you don’t have to think it’s funny. 
n If I say, “I like Law and Order” better than NCIS” you don’t 

have to agree. 
n If during football season I use an illustration about the 

Dolphins, you’re still free to root for the Colts, the Patriots, 
the Steelers or anyone else. 
 

n But when the preacher tells about God’s plan of salvation in 
Jesus Christ, hear the Word of God. [GOSPEL] 



n When the preacher talks about the work of the Holy Spirit in 
the life of the believer, hear the Word of God! 

n When the preacher talks biblically about the Christian life 
and how to please the Lord, hear the Word of God. 

n When the preacher talks about obedience, fidelity, tithing, 
forgiving others, loving one another, hear the Word of God. 

n When the preacher talks about grace, hope, joy, forgiveness 
of sins, hear the Word of God! 

 

n The preacher doesn’t get to make stuff up, but the listeners 
don’t get to ignore or disbelieve God’s Word. 

 

n The sermon notes I hand out are to help you verify that what 
I’m saying is Scriptural. Take it home. Check me out. 

n Study Scripture on your own!! 
n  I won’t be offended. I’ll be gratified! 
n (I’m trying to make growing disciples of Jesus Christ, not 

personal sycophants who agree with everything I say.) 
 

è Does this bring glory to Jesus Christ? 
è Does this fit with the character of God as revealed in 

Scripture? 
è Do other Spirit-filled Christians bear witness to the truth of 

this? 
è Does this come true? 

 
 
 

5. God’s Word creates reality. 
Isaiah 55:11 so is my word that goes out from my 
mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will 
accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for 



which I sent it. 
 

Jeremiah 23:28-29 The prophet who has a dream may 
relate his dream, but let him who has My word speak 
My word in truth. What does straw have in common 
with grain?" declares the LORD. 29"Is not My word like 
fire?" declares the LORD, "and like a hammer which 
shatters a rock? 
 

I Thessalonians 2:13 And we also thank God 
continually because, when you received the word of 
God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as a 
human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, 
which is indeed at work in you who believe. 

n God’s Word is “at work in you who believe.” 
n Christ Forming -like character. 
n Correcting error. 
n Relieving doubt. 
n Speaking forgivness. 
n Giving hope and a future. 
n Healing. 
n Empowering you for amazing service. 
n  

[TEXT] 


