
Are You Adopted? 
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Fathers’ Day, June 19, 2016 
 

1. God is the Father of                                                                                     . 
Ephesians 1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in 
Christ. 
	

II Corinthians 1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort. 
 

Colossians 1:3 We always thank God, the Father of Christ, our Lord Jesus 
when we pray for you. 
 
 

2. Jesus Christ is the Father’s                              -                                Son. 
John 1:1, 14 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. … 14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among 
us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, 
full of grace and truth. (NASB)	
 

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” 
(NASB) 
 
 

3. All people are God’s                                                               . 
Acts 17:28  	‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of 
your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.  
 

(But see John 8:44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to 
carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, 
not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he 
speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 
 

 And I John 3:10 This is how we know who the children of God are and who 
the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not 
God’s child, nor is anyone who does not love their brother and sister.) 
 
 
 
 



4. We become God’s children through                                   in Jesus Christ. 
Galatians 3:26-27  So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through 
faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. 

 
 

5. Believers are                                      into God’s family by the Holy Spirit. 
Romans 8:14-16 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of 
God.15 The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in 
fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to 
sonship. And by Him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies 
with our spirit that we are God’s children.  
 

Matthew 6:9 “This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, …” 
 

Ephesians 1:2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. (= Philippians 1:2, II Thessalonians 1:2) 
 
 

6. God’s adopted children are God’s                                          children. 
John 1:12-13 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of 
natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of 
God. 
 

I John 3:1  See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should 
be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world 
does not know us is that it did not know him. 
 
 

7. We                                                           all that belongs to Christ. 
Romans 8:27 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-
heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in His sufferings in order that we may 
also share in His glory. 
 

I John 3:2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be 
has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we 
shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 
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n We have different experiences with our earthly fathers. 
n God is the perfect Father. 
n What does it mean to say God is our Father? 

 
1. God is the Father of Jesus Christ. 

Ephesians 1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms 
with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 
	

II Corinthians 1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the 
God of all comfort. 
 

Colossians 1:3 We always thank God, the Father of Christ, 
our Lord Jesus when we pray for you. 
 

2. Jesus Christ is the Father’s only-begotten Son. 
John 1:1, 14 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. … 14 And the 
Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw 
His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, 
full of grace and truth. (NASB)	
 

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall 
not perish, but have eternal life.” (NASB) 

n The Koran disagrees. 



n Wonderful Originator of the heavens and the earth; how can 
He have a son when He has no consort? He created all 
things, and He hath full knowledge of all things. —Qur'an 
6:101 

n They say, ‘God has begotten a son.’ God forbid! Self-
sufficient is He. His is all that the heavens and the earth 
contain. Surely for this you have no sanction. Would you say 
of God what you know not? —Qur’an 10:68 

n Such was Jesus, the son of Mary. That is the whole truth, 
which they still doubt. God forbid that He Himself should 
beget a son! When He decrees a thing He need only say: ‘Be,’ 
and it is. —Qur’an 19:35 

n Those who say: ‘The Lord of Mercy has begotten a son,’ 
preach a monstrous falsehood, at which the very heavens 
might crack, the earth break asunder, and the mountains 
crumble to dust. That they should ascribe a son to the 
Merciful, when it does not become the Lord of Mercy to 
beget one! —Qur’an 19:88 

n Say: ‘GOD is One, the Eternal God. He begot none, nor was 
He begotten. None is equal to Him.’ 

 
n JW’s believe Jesus was the first creature God made, not that 

He is God. (= Arianism) 
n “Begotten of His Father before all worlds God from God, 

light from light, true God from true God, begotten not made 
of one Being with the Father …” (Nicene Creed) 

n Jesus Christ is God the Son. 
 
 
 
 



3. All people are God’s offspring. 
Acts 17:28  	‘For in him we live and move and have our 
being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his 
offspring. (γένος à generic) 
 

(But see John 8:44 You belong to your father, the devil, 
and you want to carry out your father’s desires. He was 
a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the 
truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he 
speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the 
father of lies. 
 

 And I John 3:10 This is how we know who the children of 
God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone 
who does not do what is right is not God’s child, nor is 
anyone who does not love their brother and sister.) 

n So the Bible does not teach that all people are God’s children, 
at least not in the same sense of the word. 

n But some people are the children of God. 
n How does one become a child of God? 

 
4. We become God’s children through faith in Jesus 

Christ. 
Galatians 3:26-27  So in Christ Jesus you are all children 
of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized 
into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 

n Gospel. 
n The Bible uses two images to talk about us becoming God’s 

children. 
 

 



5. Believers are adopted into God’s family by the Holy 
Spirit. 

Romans 8:14-16 For those who are led by the Spirit of 
God are the children of God.15 The Spirit you received 
does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear 
again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about 
your adoption to sonship. And by Him we 
cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with 
our spirit that we are God’s children.  
 

n And so God becomes our Father. 
Matthew 6:9 “This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our 
Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, …” 
 

Ephesians 1:2 Grace and peace to you from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. (= Philippians 1:2, II 
Thessalonians 1:2) 

n “Abba” is a term of great intimacy and tenderness. 
n Jessi “dadadadada” 

 
6. God’s adopted children are God’s real children. 

John 1:12-13 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God— 13 children born not of natural 
descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but 
born of God. 

n This is the second image the Bible uses to talk about us as 
God’s children. We are “born of God” or “born again.” 

n Members of my family (Kathy) were adopted. I forget! 
n “I carried you in my heart.” (Rebekkah cried because she 

wasn’t adopted.) 
n I love my kids so much, I’d adopt them  if I could! 



 

I John 3:1  See what great love the Father has lavished on 
us, that we should be called children of God! And that is 
what we are! The reason the world does not know us is 
that it did not know him. 
 

7. We inherit all that belongs to Christ. 
Romans 8:27 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—
heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share 
in His sufferings in order that we may also share in His 
glory. 

n Woody Wooten. 
 

I John 3:2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and 
what we will be has not yet been made known. But we 
know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, 
for we shall see him as he is. 
n I don’t know what your relationship was like with your 

earthly Father. 
n But if you  trust in Jesus Christ, you are a child of 

God. 
n Adopted by the Spirit 
n Born of God. 
n Heaven is your inheritance. 
n God is your Abba. 
n God is your perfect Father 

 


