
Spread the Word 
Luke 2:8-20, Isaiah 40:9-11 

December 14, 2014, Third Sunday of Advent 
 

“When they had seen Him, they spread the word concerning what had 

been told them about this child.” (Luke 2:17) 

 

1. Jesus offered God’s gift of new life to His community and the world. 
John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 

that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 
 

John 4:13-14   Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be 

thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. 

Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling 

up to eternal life." 
 

John 5:39-40 You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by 

them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about 

me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me to have life. 
 

John 6:35, 51 35 Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes 

to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be 

thirsty. …  51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone 

eats of this bread, he will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will 

give for the life of the world." 
 

John 10:10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come 

that they may have life, and have it to the full. 
 

John 11:25-26 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who 

believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives and 

believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 

 

2. The difference between life with Jesus and life without Jesus is like 

the difference between life and death. 
Ephesians 2:4-5 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in 

mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 

transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved. 

Romans 6:4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death 

in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of 

the Father, we too may live a new life. 
 

Romans 8:6 The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the 

Spirit is life and peace. 

 



� We all know people who need new life in Christ. 

� There are people who are trying to find fulfillment in money, in getting drunk or 

high, in pleasure or power or success. 

� “Do not get drunk with wine … but be filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18) makes no 

sense to them. 

 

 

3. A disciple of Jesus aims to become like Him. 
Luke 6:40 A student is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully 

trained will be like his teacher. 
 

II Corinthians 3:18 And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's 

glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, 

which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 
 

John 14:12 I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I 

have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am 

going to the Father. 

� So if Jesus offered new life, we, too will offer new life in Christ to our community 

and the world. 

� We offer new life by pointing people to Jesus Christ. 

 

4. Jesus wants us to offer God’s gift of new life in Christ to our 

community and the world. 
Matthew 28:18-20 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 

age." 

 

 

5. God is giving us a desire to offer new life to our community and the 

world. 
Acts 26:28-29 Then Agrippa said to Paul, "Do you think that in such a short 

time you can persuade me to be a Christian?" 29 Paul replied, "Short time 

or long--I pray God that not only you but all who are listening to me today 

may become what I am, except for these chains." 
 

Luke 2:17 “When they had seen Him, they spread the word concerning what 

had been told them about this child.” 



� Like when you see a great movie or find a super restaurant, people who find new 

life in Jesus want to tell others. 

� William Booth, vision of people drowning in a stormy ocean. 

Booth story: “Did you tell my cousin? Son? Daughter.” What if people ask you 

that in heaven?? 

� “Evangelism is just one beggar telling another where to find bread.” DT Niles 

� I’ve prayed that God would give us a passion for souls. He is beginning to answer 

that prayer. 

 

� You’ve done a great job distributing packets etc. 

Touching 1,000 or more families with the  Good News of God’s love in Jesus 

Christ and being prepared to help those who respond become growing disciples 

of Jesus. 

� Invite people to services:Lessons and Carols, Christmas Eve 

� Distribute packets. 

� Use face book. 

� Remember the vision of the radiant golden people among the drab gray people. 

� “Effective witnessing is sharing your faith in the power of the Holy Spirit and 

leaving the results to God”  Bill Bright 

 

6. The Holy Spirit empowers us to Offer New life. 
Acts 1:8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 

to the ends of the earth." 

 

 

 


