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1. “Christ is risen!” is the climax of the Christian story. 
I Corinthians 15:3-5 For what I received I passed on to you as of first 

importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,4 that 

he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the 

Scriptures,5 and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. 

� Most important. 

� It really happened. (Appeared to 500) He was literally, physically raised. 

� That’s a pretty audacious claim! 

� According to the Scriptures. 

� Gospel presentation. 

 

2. Believers in Christ will be raised with Him. 
Colossians 3:4 When Christ, Who is your life, appears, then you also will 

appear with Him in glory.   
 

I Thessalonians 4:16-18 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, 

with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the 

trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we 

who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the 

clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord  forever. 

18 Therefore encourage each other with these words. 
 

I Corinthians 15:51-52 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but 

we will all be changed-- 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 

trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, 

and we will be changed. 

� That’s another audacious claim! 

� Astrophysicists says the sun will heat up and make earth uninhabitable, then 

burn it. 

� The 2nd Law of Thermodynamics suggests the Universe will run down like a clock. 

� Ecologists warn that we are wasting earth’s resources. 

� Politically savvy people fear nuclear annihilation. 

� The Bible says Jesus will come back and raise the dead! 

� This will be a literal, physical resurrection. 

 

3. Believers in Christ are raised with Him now. 



Colossians 3:1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts 

on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 
 

Ephesians 2:4-6 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in 

mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 

transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up 

with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 
 

Romans 6:4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death 

in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of 

the Father, we too may live a new life. 

� This may be the most audacious claim of all! 

� This is also a literal resurrection, a real resurrection.  

But it is spiritual, not physical. 

� Spiritual reality > Physical reality. 

 

4. Who we are enables what we do. 
Colossians 3:1,5,12  Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your 

hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. … 
5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual 

immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.  … 
12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 

yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  

� Since/then.  Therefore. 

� BECAUSE you are raised with Christ you can do these things! 

� I’m not a bird so I can’t fly on my own. 

� I’m not a fish so I can’t breathe oxygen from water. 

� I am a human, so I can talk and think and socialize etc. 

 

� Professor Richard Gaffin of Westminster on indicative and imperative. 

� First the fact, then the response. 

� First the identity then the behavior. 

 

5. Many Christians don’t know who they are. 
Romans 6:11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God 

in Christ Jesus. 

 

� Many people struggle and even fail at living the victorious Christian life just 

because they don’t understand all that Christ has done for us and who we really 

are in Him. The Bible makes the audacious claim that we are already raised with 

Christ!  

� They try to put to death what belongs to the earthly nature by will power. 



� They try not to lust, not to be greedy, not to lose their temper, not to lie … 

� But amount of moral striving or well-intentioned spiritual effort can bring lasting 

victory until we realize the resources at our disposal because of what God has 

done to us in raising Christ from the dead.  

 

� Many Christians are trying to paddle an ocean liner. They don’t realize there is a 

powerful engine room at their disposal. 

 

� We are like Dorothy with her ruby slippers. She had the ability to leave Oz and 

return to Kansas any time she wanted, she just didn’t realize what she had. And 

so she had to battle a wicked witch and get strung out on poppies and walk for 

days … in hard ruby slippers with 1.5 inch heels  … on a yellow brick road! 

  

� I’ve known people who played instruments in bands, but they didn’t have any 

musical talent. They worked hard and even achieved a certain degree of 

proficiency and success. But they could never really become musicians because 

they didn’t have the talent, and no amount of hard work was going to make up for 

that. 

On the other hand, I’ve known very talented people who never practiced. They 

could have been much better than they were because they had the talent. They 

just didn’t apply it. 

� So many people try to live the victorious Christian life by hard work and practice. 

But if they don’t know they are already raised with Christ, they’ll never succeed. 

They will only be more and more frustrated because all their hard efforts just 

don’t pay off. 

� But if they know they are raised with Christ AND they practice the Christian life, 

they will become virtuosi! 

 

� So I have good news for you today. Not only is it true that Christ is raised from 

the dead, literally and physically. 

� If you believe in Him, you are raised with Christ! 

 

6.  _________________________________ is raised with Christ! 
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