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The Peter Principle 
I Peter 4:7-11, Jeremiah 1:4-10 

May 3, 2015 

 

Intro: The Peter Principle (J. Lawrence Peter, 1969)  states that people are promoted beyond their 

level of comptetency 

 

1. The Apostle Peter was continually promoted beyond his level of competency. 
John 1:42 And he brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, "You are Simon 

son of John. You will be called Cephas" (which, when translated, is Peter ). 
 

Luke 5:10b-11 … Then Jesus said to Simon, "Don't be afraid; from now on you will catch 

men." 11 So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. 
 

Matthew 14:29-31  29 "Come," he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on 

the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, 

beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!" 31 Immediately Jesus reached out his 

hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?" 
 

Matthew 16:18-19  And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 

church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."  

Get behind me, Satan … 
 

Luke 22:31-32  "Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. 32 But I have 

prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, 

strengthen your brothers."  

 

John 21:17-19 The third time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter 

was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, 

you know all things; you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my sheep. 18 I tell 

you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you 

wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will 

dress you and lead you where you do not want to go." 19 Jesus said this to indicate the 

kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, "Follow me!" 
 

Acts 2:28,41 Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit ...”41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand 

were added to their number that day.  
 

Acts 3:6-8 Then Peter said, "Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give you. In 

the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk." 7 Taking him by the right hand, he helped 

him up, and instantly the man's feet and ankles became strong. 8 He jumped to his feet 

and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and 

jumping, and praising God.  
 

Acts 4:8,12,18,19 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: "Rulers and elders 

of the people! ... 12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under 

heaven given to men by which we must be saved." 18 Then they called them in again 

and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter 

and John replied, "Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to obey you 

rather than God.  
 

Acts 5:15-16 As a result, people brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds 

and mats so that at least Peter's shadow might fall on some of them as he passed by. 16 

Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those 

tormented by evil spirits, and all of them were healed.   

���� Peter was in good company! 

2. Moses was promoted beyond his level of competency. 
Exodus 4:13 But Moses said, "O Lord, please send someone else to do it." 

 



2 

3. Gideon was promoted beyond his level of competency. 
Judges 6:15 "But Lord, " Gideon asked, "how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in 

Manasseh, and I am the least in my family." 

 

4. The Prophets were promoted beyond their level of competency. 
Isaiah 6:5 "Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 

among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty." 
 

Jeremiah 1:6 “Ah, Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am only a 

child.” 
 

Amos 7:14 Amos answered Amaziah, "I was neither a prophet nor a prophet's son, but I 

was a shepherd, and I also took care of sycamore-fig trees. 
 

 

5. The Virgin Mary was promoted beyond her level of competency. 
Luke 1:34-35 "How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?" 35 The 

angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 

will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 

 

6. The Apostle Paul was promoted beyond his level of competency. 
II Corinthians 12:10 That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in 

hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
 

Philippians 4: 13 I can do everything through him who gives me strength. 

 

7. All the Apostles were promoted beyond their level of competency.  
Matthew 28:19-20 “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end 

of the age.” 
 

Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 

be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.” 

 

8. You and I are promoted beyond our level of competency. 
I Peter 4:10-11 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve 

others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, 

he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do 

it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through 

Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

9. God makes us competent to do whatever He calls us to do. 
Ephesians 3:20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 

imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, … 
 

Hebrews 13:20-21 May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant 

brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 21 equip 

you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing 

to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

10. Something the Lord showed me during this service which I could share with 

others is ___________________________ 

 

 


