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1. Christians are always a                                          species. 
Acts 4:29a “Now, Lord, consider their threats  

Hebrews 11:37 They were stoned; they were sawed in two; they were put to 

death by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, 

destitute, persecuted and mistreated -- 38 the world was not worthy of 

them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in 

the ground. 
 

II Tmothy 3:12-13 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ 

Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while evil men and impostors will go from bad 

to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 

 

2. The answer is                                      to back off. 
Acts 4:29b and enable Your servants to speak Your word with 

great boldness. 
John 7:13 But no one would say anything publicly about him for fear of the 

Jews. 

Ephesians 6:19-20 Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words 

may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the 

gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may 

declare it fearlessly, as I should.  
 

Ephesians 4:15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow 

up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 

 

3. God                              among His people. 
Acts 4:30a Stretch out Your hand to heal and perform 

miraculous signs and wonders  
Acts 14:3 So Paul and Barnabas spent considerable time there [Iconium], 

speaking boldly for the Lord, who confirmed the message of his grace by 

enabling them to do miraculous signs and wonders. 

 

4. Jesus Christ is the                                      . 
Acts 4:30b through the name of Your holy servant Jesus.” 

Acts 4:12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under 

heaven given to men by which we must be saved. 
 



Philippians 2:9-11 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave 

him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every 

knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every 

tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

John 15:5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I 

in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” 

  

5.                                 is the key to the power. 
Acts 4:31a After they prayed, the place where they were 

meeting was shaken.  
Psalm 2:8 Ask of Me, and I will make the nations your inheritance,the ends 

of the earth your possession.  
 

James 4:2 … You do not have, because you do not ask God. 
 

John 14:13-14 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son 

may bring glory to the Father. 14 You may ask me for anything in my 

name, and I will do it. (See also John 15:16, John 16:23-26) 

 

6. The Holy Spirit fills and gives boldness to                        . 
Acts 4:31a And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 

spoke the word of God boldly. 
 

Acts1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 

to the ends of the earth. 
 

Luke 11:13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to 

your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy 

Spirit to those who ask him!" 

 

Acts 4:29-30 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable Your servants to 

speak Your word with great boldness. 30 Stretch out Your hand to heal and 

perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of Your holy 

servant Jesus."  
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� Man! What a powerful prayer. Would you ever pray a prayer 

like that? 

 

� Have you ever tried to hide your faith? 

� I have. All State Band. 

� People might make fun of us. 

1. Christians are always a threatened species. 
Acts 4:29a “Now, Lord, consider their threats  

� The early Christians in Acts 4. Peter and John were just in 

jail. 

Hebrews 11:37 They were stoned; they were sawed in two; 

they were put to death by the sword. They went about 

in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and 

mistreated -- 38 the world was not worthy of them. They 

wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and 

holes in the ground. 

� Of course we see this happening around the world. 

� What we face is far less. 

� You can be a Christian in our culture, you just can’t take a 

biblical stance on certain issues. 

- An embryo is precious to God because God formed us in 

the womb. (Wide range of scenarios.) 

- Sex is intended for marriage, and is most fulfilling in that 

context. 

-  

- Jesus Christ is the only way to salvation. 



(People are especially afraid to “insult” Mohamed.) 

 

II Tmothy 3:12-13 In fact, everyone who wants to live a 

godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while 

evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, 

deceiving and being deceived. 

� Would you rather be persecuted or go from bad to worse? 

 

TR How did the early Christians respond? What did they pray? 

2. The answer is never to back off. 
Acts 4:29b and enable Your servants to speak Your 

word with great boldness. 
� Παρρησίας (Peter at Pentecost, Peter and John before 

Sanhedrin, Paul in Prison) 

� Brave, fearless. Free. 

� Freedom of speech! 

John 7:13 But no one would say anything publicly about 

him for fear of the Jews. 

� Pray for preachers to preach with boldness. 
 

Ephesians 6:19-20 Pray also for me, that whenever I open 

my mouth, words may be given me so that I will 

fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for 

which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may 

declare it fearlessly, as I should.  

� Preachers. Praying in tongues. ἀλλὰ ῥῦσαι ἡµᾶς ἀπὸ τοῦ 

πονηροῦ. 

� I’ve gotten in trouble from both liberals and conservatives! 

� Not rudeness. It takes boldness to love. “This is better.” 

 



Ephesians 4:15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will 

in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, 

Christ. 

 

TR But we are not in this alone. It’s a powerful partnership! 

3. God works among His people. 
Acts 4:30a Stretch out Your hand to heal and 

perform miraculous signs and wonders  
Acts 14:3 So Paul and Barnabas spent considerable time 

there [Iconium], speaking boldly for the Lord, who 

confirmed the message of his grace by enabling them to 

do miraculous signs and wonders. 

� Neck healed 

� Back healed 

� Virtigo healed 

� Memories were healed. – Tears of joy! 

� Relationships were healed – couldn’t remember the offence. 

� “Victor” who said “The devil is dragging me down.” 

� In a most timely manner, we were reminded that death is 

only the Ultimate Healing. 

� People came to Christ 

 

4. Jesus Christ is the center. 
Acts 4:30b through the name of Your holy servant 

Jesus.” 
Acts 4:12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no 

other name under heaven given to men by which we 

must be saved. 
 



Philippians 2:9-11 Therefore God exalted him to the 

highest place and gave him the name that is above 

every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

John 15:5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man 

remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; 

apart from me you can do nothing.” 

� Cf. Psalm 2. “Why do the nations rage? … I have set my king 

on Zion. … The one who sits in the heaven laughs … Kiss the 

King …” 

� It isn’t about political issues, or political correctness. 

� It isn’t about religion. (We really don’t have time for that!) 

� We are talking about nothing less than salvation in 

Jesus Christ. 

 

5. Prayer is the key to the power. 
Acts 4:31a After they prayed, the place where they 

were meeting was shaken.  
Psalm 2:8 Ask of Me, and I will make the nations your 

inheritance,the ends of the earth your possession.  
 

James 4:2 … You do not have, because you do not ask 

God. 
 

John 14:13-14 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, 

so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. 14 You 

may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 

(See also John 15:16, John 16:23-26) 



� Richard Foster writes, “Your  pastor and the services of 

worship need to be bathed in prayer. Paul prayed for his 

people; he asked his people to pray for him. Charles 

Spurgeon attributed his success to the prayers of his church.  

Frank Laubach told his audiences, ‘I am very sensitive and 

know whether you are praying for me. If one of you lets me 

down, I feel it. When you are praying for me, I feel a strange 

power. When every person in a congregation prays intensely 

while the pastor is preaching, a miracle happens.’ Saturate 

the services of worship with your prayers. See the Lord high 

and lifted  up filling the sanctuary with his presence.” 

� Boiler Room 

“Five young college students were spending a Sunday in 

London, so they went to hear the famed C.H. Spurgeon 

preach. While waiting for the doors to open, the students 

were greeted by a man who asked, ‘Gentlemen, let me show 

you around. Would you like to see the heating plant of this 

church?’ They were not particularly interested, for it was a 

hot day in July. But they didn't want to offend the stranger, 

so they consented. The young men were taken down a 

stairway, a door was quietly opened, and their guide 

whispered, ‘This is our heating plant.’ Surprised, the 

students saw 700 people bowed in prayer, seeking a blessing 

on the service that was soon to begin in the auditorium 

above. Softly closing the door, the gentleman then 

introduced himself. It was none other than Charles 

Spurgeon. 

 

We don’t get 700, but we’ve had 5! 

 

 



� Intercessors 

     Mark Pearson tells a story to illustrate the effectiveness of 

intercessors. “I was once preaching an evangelistic sermon in 

the Philippines. It became apparent that nothing was 

registering in my audience. I started praying silently while 

preaching, asking God to show me what the problem was. I 

felt in my spirit that there was a strong presence of evil there, 

actively keeping people from hearing. 

     “I stopped my sermon and went over to several believing 

Christians, Filipino and American, who understood spiritual 

warfare, and I asked them to take authority in the name of 

Jesus to bind whatever forces of Satan were loose. Then I 

resumed preaching. I could sense a change almost 

immediately. Most people became very receptive. Several 

remained after the service to profess faith in Christ as Savior 

and Lord.” 

� Prayer gathering 

 

� These contributed to the miracles we’ve seen! 

 

TR. What happened after they prayed like that? 

6. The Holy Spirit fills and gives boldness to all. 
Acts 4:31a And they were all filled with the Holy 

Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 
� They were ALL filled. They ALL spoke boldly. 

� Not just clergy. 

� Epicenter of revival. It will take all of us. 

� This is a fulfillment of the promise Jesus made when he gave 

us the great commission. 



Acts1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth. 
 

Luke 11:13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to 

give good gifts to your children, how much more will 

your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who 

ask him!" 

 

� Let’s pray what they prayed! 

Acts 4:29-30 Now, Lord, consider their threats and 

enable Your servants to speak Your word with great 

boldness. 30 Stretch out Your hand to heal and perform 

miraculous signs and wonders through the name of 

Your holy servant Jesus." 

� Raise your palms as we pray.  

� Meet w/ me for prayer if you want to be filled. 

 

 

 

 

 

  


