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There is a dark side to the Christmas story. 
1. Evil continues after Christmas. 

Matthew 2:16 16When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, 
he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its 
vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he 
had learned from the Magi.  

n Herod’s massacre at Bethlehem reminds us that evil continues even after the 
birth of Jesus. 

n In fact it intensifies, or flares up. 
n Globally this reminds us of ISIS. 
n We all experience the continuation of evil in the world. 

 
2. Psalm 2 reminds us that God is in control. 

Psalms 2:1-12 1 Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain?  
2 The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together 
against the LORD and against his Anointed One.  3 "Let us break their 
chains," they say, "and throw off their fetters." 

n Anointed One = Messiah, Christ. 
n This is a reality on earth. Evil forces oppose God’s Messiah.   

4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them.  5 Then he 
rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,  6 "I 
have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill."  

n God is not threatened by the evil in the world. 
n Me fighting Joe Long. 
n Romans 8:18   I consider that our present sufferings are not worth 

comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 
 7 I will proclaim the decree of the LORD: He said to me, "You are my 
Son; today I have become your Father.  8 Ask of me, and I will make the 
nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession.  9 You will 
rule them with an iron scepter; you will dash them to pieces like pottery." 

n Coronation liturgy. Solomon, Rehoboam, Hezekiah, Jehoshaphat, Josiah, 
Manasseh, Jehoiakim etc. 

  10 Therefore, you kings, be wise; be warned, you rulers of the earth.  
11 Serve the LORD with fear and rejoice with trembling.  12 Kiss the Son, lest 
he be angry and you be destroyed in your way, for his wrath can flare up 
in a moment. Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 



n Even under David and Solomon this Psalm wasn’t fulfilled. 

n And when the Psalter was compiled (post exile) it must have sounded like a joke! 

 
3. Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of Psalm 2 (and all the Psalms.) 

Acts 4:25-27  You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your 
servant, our father David: " 'Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot 
in vain? 26 The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather 
together against the Lord and against his Anointed One. ' 27 Indeed Herod 
and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel 
in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you 
anointed. 

n Gospel 
 
A Few Words about Reading the Psalms. 

4. The “enemies” in the psalms include the “spiritual forces.” 
Ephesians 6:12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world 
and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 
 
Matthew 13:39 and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the 
end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 
 
I Peter 5:8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around 
like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 

n So read the psalms out loud. 
 

5. A major them in Psalms is “The Lord reigns” or “The Lord is King.” 
Psalm 9:7 The LORD reigns forever; he has established his throne for 
judgment. 
 
Psalm 93:1 The LORD reigns, he is robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in 
majesty and is armed with strength. The world is firmly established; it 
cannot be moved. 
 

Psalm 96:10 Say among the nations, "The LORD reigns." The world is firmly 
established, it cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity. 
 
Psalm 97:1 The LORD reigns, let the earth be glad; let the distant shores 
rejoice. 



 
Psalm 10:16 The LORD is King for ever and ever; the nations will perish from 
his land.  
 
Psalm 47:2 How awesome is the LORD Most High, the great King over all 
the earth!  
 
See Revelation 11:15 The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were 
loud voices in heaven, which said: "The kingdom of the world has become 
the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign for ever and 
ever." 
 
And Revelation 19:16 On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: 
KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.  
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