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1.1 Israel was in                                  from Cushan-Rishathaim. 

Judges 3:8 The anger of the LORD burned against Israel so that He sold them 
into the hands of Cushan-Rishathaim king of Aram Naharaim, to whom 
the Israelites were subject for eight years.  
 

1.2 The people of Israel                                                       to the Lord. 
Judges 3:9a But when they cried out to the LORD, … 
 

Jeremiah 29:13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your 
heart. 
 

1.3  The Lord                           the people when they                          to Him. 
Judges 3:9-10 But when they cried out to the LORD, He raised up for them a 
deliverer, Othniel son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother, who saved 
them. 10 The Spirit of the LORD came on him, so that he became Israel’s 
judge and went to war. The LORD gave Cushan-Rishathaim king of 
Aram into the hands of Othniel, who overpowered him.  
 
 
     2.1 Jerusalem was in                                               from Sennacherib.  
Isaiah 36:18 “Do not let Hezekiah mislead you when he says, ‘The LORD will 
deliver us.’ Have the gods of any nations ever delivered their lands from 
the hand of the king of Assyria?” 
 
       2.2 King Hezekiah                                                   to the Lord. 
Isaiah 37:14 Hezekiah received the letter from the messengers and read it. 
Then he went up to the temple of the LORD and spread it out before the 
LORD. 
 
    2.3   The Lord                                   Jerusalem when Hezekiah                        . 
Isaiah 37:36-37  	Then the angel of the LORD went out and put to death a 
hundred and eighty-five thousand in the Assyrian camp. When the people 
got up the next morning—there were all the dead bodies! 37 So Sennacherib 
king of Assyria broke camp and withdrew. He returned to Nineveh and 
stayed there. 
 



     3.1  The early church was                                     by the religious authorities. 
Acts 4:29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable Your servants to 
speak Your word with great boldness. 
 
    3.2  The church                                their                               in                             . 
Acts 4:24 When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer 
to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “You made the heavens and the earth 
and the sea, and everything in them …” 
 
    3.3  The Lord                                        the church after they                              . 
Acts 4:31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. 
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God 
boldly. 
 
   4.1 _____________________ faces trouble from _____________. 
 
 
   5.1 There are                                        facing Woodbury Presbyterian Church. 
 
   5.2 The answer is                                                                            . 
 
   5.3 God will show His                                         when we                                     . 
II Chronicles 7:14 If my people, who are called by my name, will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, 
then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their 
land. 
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What do you do when hard times come? 
n After the Orlando Shooting, congresswoman Corrine Brown 

said we’ve spent enough time in prayer. It’s time for action. 
n But what happens when our actions aren’t enough. What 

happens when our power isn’t strong enough to overcome 
the obstacles, trials and tragedies that oppose us. 
 

1.1 Israel was in trouble from Cushan-Rishathaim. 
Judges 3:8 The anger of the LORD burned against Israel 
so that He sold them into the hands of Cushan-
Rishathaim king of Aram Naharaim, to whom the 
Israelites were subject for eight years.  

n Recount the history after Joshua. 
n (v. 7 The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD; 

they forgot the LORD their God and served the Baals 
and the Asherahs.) 
 

1.2 The people of Israel cried out to the Lord. 
Judges 3:9a But when they cried out to the LORD, … 

n What else could they do? They were at  the end their rope. 
Jeremiah 29:13 You will seek me and find me when you 
seek me with all your heart. 

n And so what happened when the people cried out to the 
Lord? 

n What good did prayer do?  



1.3 The Lord saved the people when they prayed to 
Him. 

Judges 3:9-10 But when they cried out to the LORD, He 
raised up for them a deliverer, Othniel son of Kenaz, 
Caleb’s younger brother, who saved them. 10 The Spirit 
of the LORD came on him, so that he became Israel’s 
judge and went to war. The LORD gave Cushan-
Rishathaim king of Aram into the hands of Othniel, who 
overpowered him. 

n We see this pattern repeated again and again in Judges. 
n In Judges the problem was always because the people had 

turned away from the Lord. 
n But let’s move forward about 700 years. 

 
     2.1       Jerusalem was in trouble from Sennacherib.  

n The Emperor of Assyria had taken Samaria captive and 
turned his eyes toward Jerusalem. 

n Dramatic encounter with his field general and the people 
outside the walls of Jerusalem. 

Isaiah 36:18 “Do not let Hezekiah mislead you when he 
says, ‘The LORD will deliver us.’ Have the gods of any 
nations ever delivered their lands from the hand of the 
king of Assyria?” 

n Hezekiah had not betrayed the Lord. He made reforms. 
n Sometimes troubles come when we are trying as hard as we 

can to be faithful! 
n So what did Hezekiah do? 

 
 
 
 



    2.2 King Hezekiah prayed to the Lord. 
Isaiah 37:14 Hezekiah received the letter from the 
messengers and read it. Then he went up to the temple 
of the LORD and spread it out before the LORD. 

n Good King Hezekiah immediately took his problems to the 
Lord in prayer. 

n And again, what happped? 
(- Isaiah prophesied that Jerusalem wouldn’t fall. 
 -  Hezekiah prayed again. 
 - Read it! Great story.) 

 
  2.3   The Lord saved Jerusalem when Hezekiah prayed. 
Isaiah 37:36-37  	Then the angel of the LORD went out and 
put to death a hundred and eighty-five thousand in the 
Assyrian camp. When the people got up the next 
morning—there were all the dead bodies! 37 So 
Sennacherib king of Assyria broke camp and withdrew. 
He returned to Nineveh and stayed there. 

n In fact he was later murdered by his sons. 
 
 
 
 
 

n But this isn’t just the way God operated in the Old 
Testament. 

n The church has exactly the same experience. 
n Tell the story about Peter and John healing the lame man, 

preaching and being arrested. 
n Again, notice that the Church had not deserted Jesus. They 

were being very faithful! 



   3.1  The early church was threatened by the religious 
authorities. 
Acts 4:29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable 
Your servants to speak Your word with great boldness. 
 
   3.2  The church raised their voices in prayer. 
Acts 4:24 When they heard this, they raised their voices 
together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, 
“You made the heavens and the earth and the sea, and 
everything in them …” 
 
   3.3 The Lord empowered the church after they prayed. 
Acts 4:31 After they prayed, the place where they were 
meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 

n It wasn’t just the leaders who were filled with the Holy Spirit. 
n It was ALL the people. 
n God will work through you and me! 

 
 
   4.1 (Your Name) faces trouble from _____________. 

n Cry out to God! 
n Spread your problems, your challenges out before Him. 
n Keep praying. Don’t give up! 

  
 
 
 



   5.1 There are challenges facing Woodbury Presbyterian 
Church. 

n Letter about church finances. 
n I’ve laid it on the Communion Table! Like Hezekiah. 
n Other challenges: Sunday school, Worship attendance … 

 
   5.2 The answer is prayer! 

n At least prayer is the first step. 
n God may show us that He wants us to do more. 
n But you can’t do “more than pray” until you’ve prayed! 
n I think God may be calling us to a season of “Extraordinary 

Prayer.” 
n This prayer vigil is just the first step. 

 
   5.3 God will show His power when we pray.  
II Chronicles 7:14 If my people, who are called by my 
name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my 
face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear 
from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal 
their land. 
 


